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ANNOUNEEMENTS

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

+++

Sat. May 3 1lam St. Theodore’s Recruits
5pm Great Vespers
Sun. May 4 9am Divine Liturgy
Sat. May 10 5pm Great Vespers
Sun. May 11 9am Divine Liturgy

And to us He has given Eternal Life!
Let us worship His Resurrection on the Third Day!

REMEMBER, PRAY FOR PEACE,
AND PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED, HE IS RISEN!

ARABIC: EL MESSIEH KAHM! HAKKEN KAHM!

GREEK: CHRISTOS ANESTI! ALITHOS ANESTI!
ROMANIAN: HRISTOS A INVIAT! ADEV3RAT A iNVIAT!
RUSSIAN: KHRISTOS VOSKRESE! VOISTINU VOSKRESE!
SPANISH: CRISTO HA RESUCITADO! EN VERDAD HA RESUCITADO!

Y UPIK: KRISTUSAQ UNGUIXTUQ! [LUUMUN UNGUIXTUQ!

Sign up easily! Text ASONA to 84576

And get on our parish text alerts list, and stay up to date via email
or text alerts. Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any
time. There is no charge for this service, but carrier message and data rates may apply.
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LY, HE IS RISEN!
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The Paschal season services begin:

Priest:  Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by
death and upon those in the
tombs bestowing life. (twice)

And finally,

Priest:  Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by
death,

People: And upon those in the
tombs bestowing life!
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Prokeimenon in the 3rd Tone (Ps 147)

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power! His understanding is beyond
measure!

v: Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God!

EPISTLE: ACTS 5:12-20

N THOSE DAYS, many signs and wonders were done among

the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all

together in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest dared join
them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than
ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men
and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the
streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by
at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also
gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and
those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But
the high priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, the
party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they arrested the
apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an an-
gel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out
and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all
the words of this Life."+

Alleluia in Tone 8 (Ps 95)

Come let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our
Savior!

Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful
noise to Him with psalms!

GOSPEL: JOHN 20:19-31

N THE EVENING OF THAT DAY, the first day of the week,

the doors being shut where the disciples were for fear of

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to

them: "Peace be with you." When He had said this, He
showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | send you." And
when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them:
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." Now
Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him: "We have seen
the Lord." But he said to them: "Unless | see in His hands the
print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails,
and place my hand in His side, | will not believe." Eight days later,
His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among
them, and said: "Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing." Thom-
as answered Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to Him:
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe." Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.+



2025 ARIZONA

[CON WORKSHOP

with iconographer

SHAYNE SWENSON

SAVE THE DATES:

MON. JULY 14 - FRI. JULY 18

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION

Parish Picnic

Thomas Sunday, April 27

No Coffee Hour/Potluck this day.

Time: 12pm Noon - 4 pm

Gateway Park

(near Northwest Valley YMCA and El Mirage Police Dept)
10100 N. El Mirage Rd., El Mirage, AZ 85335

The park is 20 mins from ASONA.
The Pavilion is booked for ASONA, next to which is
a playground, grass, and a Splash Pad (weather permitting)

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs, condiments provided
Please bring buns, beverages, side dishes, salads, desserts,
and anything else your picnicky heart desires!




THE DAYS BEFORE Us

Each Sunday in the Paschal Season is devoted to a particular theme.

The broad theme of the Paschal season is WATER.

On Bright Monday, for example, it is traditional for Orthodox
women to ‘sprinkle’ the men (especially the priest) with holy
water.

On Bright Tuesday, the men sprinkle the women.
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2ND SUNDAY OF THE HOLY MYRRHBEARERS

This Sunday commemorates the Myrrhbearing
woman and Nicodemus and the noble Joseph of
Arimathea, and how their tears of sorrow were

There are eight women who are generally identi-
fied as the myrrh-bearers. They are Mary Mag-
dalene, Mary, the Theotokos, Joanna, Salome,
Mary the wife of Cleopas , Susanna, Mary of
Bethany, and Martha of Bethany.

THE SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

;-s After that, the Sunday of the Paralytic, Jesus

Xt heals the paralytic who laid by the Sheep's Pool

@8 in Jerusalem for thirty-eight years, waiting for

A someone to put him into the pool. The first one

2 to enter the pool after an angel troubled the

W\WV water would be healed of his infirmities, but

: \ﬁ someone always entered the pool before him.
SO Christ is the Source of Living Water.
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et BN The Church reminds the faithful that through

baptism in the church we, too, are healed and saved by Christ for eter-

nal life. Thus, in the church, we are told, together with the paralytic, to
sin no more that nothing worse befall you" (John 5:14).
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4TH SUNDAY SUNDAY OF SAMARITAN WOMAN

deals with St. Photini with whom Christ spoke
at Jacob's Well from the Gospel of St John.
Again the theme is the "living water" and the
§| recognition of Jesus as God's Messiah. She
‘; goes forward to proclaim Christ to the Samari-

the World! Powerful witness from a sinner
who was illumined (Photini means ’light’) by
meeting the Source of Living Water.

This is a reminder of new life in Christ, of drink-
ing of the "living water," of true worship of God in the Christian messi-
anic age "in Spirit and in Truth" (John 4:23-24). Salvation is offered to
all: Jews and Gentiles, men and women, saints and sinners.

5STH SUNDAY SUNDAY OF THE BLIND M AN

Finally, on the Sunday of the Blind Man, Jesus
takes dirt and spittle and gives sight to a man
q born blind, after he washes in the pool of Silo-
am (which means ‘sent’). Jesus takes clay and
water to heal this man born blind. He is then
immediately sent to wash in the pool, and
receives his sight.
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There is a pattern which we see every week.
== After the experience of Christ as the fountain
et Of Living Water (the Holy Spirit, that is) we are
reminded, like the Apostles, not to try and
spread the Word until clothed with power from on high, but having
received the Holy Spirit, we must, like them, spread the good news, the
Gospel, and give our testimony before all men and all nations.
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We have a testimony to give. God has given us eternal life, and free-
dom from the bondage of our passions.

CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED, HE IS RISEN!



