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Parish Text Alerts   

Sign up easily! Text ASONA to 84576 

And get on our parish text alerts list, and stay up to date via email or text 

alerts. Get immediate no�fica�on of updates. Start today!  

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text no�fica�ons at any �me. There is no charge 

for this service, but your carrier message and data rates may apply.  

Schedule of Services 

Wed. Jan 18 8:30 am Royal Hours for Theophany

 6 pm Festal Vigil Eve Theophany 

Thurs. Jan. 19 10 am Festal Liturgy Theophany

  w/ Great Blessing of Waters 

Sat.  Jan 21 5 pm Great Vespers 

Sun. Jan 22 11 am Divine Liturgy 

TODAY - ASONA Parish Picnic and Annual Mee4ng - No Coffee 

Hour today - we will depart immediately a3er Liturgy for the 

Jones Household.   

PJ and Amy Jones 

30110 W. McKinley St. Buckeye, AZ 85396 

PJ’s cell - 623-210-9194 

See you there! 

If you, or someone you know, needs to take our New Member Class, 

be sure Fr. John has your email for the link. It is an Online Class, and 

everyone wishing to join our parish must take this class.  
 

 

Remember, pray for Peace,  
pray for each other, 

and prepare 
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Prokeimenon in Tone 6 (Ps 28) 

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! 

To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me. 

And in the 7th Tone 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints! 

 
 

Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:5-8: Galatians 5:22-6:2  

T ������, �� 	��
�,  as for you, always be steady, endure 

suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry. 

For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the �me 

of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 

up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-

eous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but 

also to all who have loved his appearing. 

B RETHREN, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-

suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control. Against such there is no law. And those who are 

Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If 

we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not            

become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spir-

itual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering 

yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, 

and so fulfill the law of Christ.+ 
 

 

Alleluia in the 8th Tone (Ps 67) 

O God, be boun�ful to us and bless us, show the light of Thy 

countenance upon us, and have mercy on us!.    

That we may know Thy way upon the earth, and Thy salva�on 

among all na�ons.   

And in the 8th Tone 

May God have mercy upon us and bless us, cause the light of his 

countenance to shine upon us, and have mercy upon us! 
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Gospel: Mark 1:1-11: Luke 6:17-23  

T 
he beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As 

it is wriEen in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger be-

fore Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.  The 

voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

LORD; make His paths straight.’” John came bap�zing in the wilderness 

and preaching a bap�sm of repentance for the remission of sins.  Then 

all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and 

were all bap�zed by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around 

his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  And he preached, saying, 

“There comes One a3er me who is migh�er than I, whose sandal strap 

I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.  I indeed bap�zed you with 

water, but He will bap�ze you with the Holy Spirit.”  It came to pass in 

those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was bap�zed 

by John in the Jordan. And immediately, coming up from the water, He 

saw the heavens par�ng and the Spirit descending upon Him like a 

dove. Then a voice came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in 

whom I am well pleased.”  

A 
T THAT TIME, Jesus came down with them and stood on a 

level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great mul�tude 

of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the sea-

coast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed 

of their diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean 

spirits. And they were healed. And the whole mul�tude sought to 

touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all. Then He 

li3ed up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: “Blessed are you poor, 

for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for 

you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 

Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And 

revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. 

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in 

heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.”+ 
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The Feast of Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the 

world through the Bap�sm of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-

22).   

In the ancient Church it was the custom to bap�ze catechumens at the Ves-

pers of Theophany, so that Bap�sm also is revealed as the spiritual illumina-

�on of mankind. 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic �mes, and it is 

men�oned in The Apostolic Cons�tu�ons (Book V:13). From the second cen-

tury we have the tes�mony of Saint Clement of Alexandria concerning the 

celebra�on of the Bap�sm of the Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast. 

There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between 

the holy martyr Hippolytus and Saint Gregory the Wonderworker. In the fol-

lowing centuries, from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of the 

Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of 

Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany. 

On the Feast of the Bap�sm of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in 

the most sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human intellect, of one God 

in three Persons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in 

Essence and Undivided. It exposes and overthrows the errors of ancient 

teachings which aEempted to explain the Creator of the world by reason, and 

in human terms. 

The Church shows the necessity of Bap�sm for believers in Christ, and it in-

spires us with a sense of deep gra�tude for the illumina�on and purifica�on 

of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our salva�on and cleansing from 

sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is 

necessary to preserve worthily these gi3s of the grace of holy Bap�sm, keep-

ing clean this priceless garb, for “As many as have been bap�zed into Christ, 

have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). 

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permiEed, even if the Feast falls on a 

Wednesday or Friday. 

Feast of Faith 
The Feasts and of the Orthodox Calendar Year 

 

Theophany 
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THEOPHANY  
The Great Blessing of Waters 
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St. Seraphim of Sarov, one of the most 

beloved of all Orthodox saints of all �me, 

was born Prokhor Moshnin on July 19, 

1754. His parents, Isidore and Agathia 

Moshnin, lived in Kursk, Russia; Isidore 

was a merchant. At the age of 10, Prokhor 

became seriously ill. During the course of 

his illness, he saw the Mother of God in 

his sleep, who promised to heal him. Sev-

eral days later there was a religious pro-

cession in Kursk with the locally 

revered miracle-working icon of the Moth-

er of God. Due to bad weather, the pro-

cession took an abbreviated route past 

the house of the Moshnin family.  

A3er his mother put Prokhor up to the miracle-working image, he recovered 

rapidly. While at a young age, he needed to help his parents with their shop, 

but business had liEle appeal for him. Young Prokhor loved to read the lives of 

the saints, to aEend church, and to withdraw into seclusion for prayer. 

At the age of 18, Prokhor firmly decided to become a monk. His mother 

blessed him with a large copper crucifix, which he wore over his clothing all 

his life.  In 1793, St. Seraphim was ordained a hieromonk, a3er which he 

served every day and received Eucharist for a year.  He achieved great perfec-

�on at this �me. Wild animals—bears, rabbits, wolves, foxes and others—

came to the hut of the asce�c.   

Because of a special vision of the Mother of God he was given toward the end 

of his life, St. Seraphim took upon himself the feat of becoming an elder. He 

began to admit everyone who came to him for advice and direc�on. Many 

thousands of people from all walks of life and condi�ons began to visit the 

elder now, who enriched them from his spiritual treasures, which he had ac-

quired by many years of efforts. Everyone saw St. Seraphim as meek, joyful, 

pensively sincere. He greeted all with the words: "My joy! Christ is risen" To 

many he advised: "Acquire a peaceful spirit, and around you thousands will be 

SAINTS ALIVE 
The lives and deeds of the heroes of our faith 

 

St. Seraphim of Sarov 
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Continued on next page  

saved." No maEer who came to him, the starets bowed to the ground before 

all, and, in blessing, kissed their hands. He did not need the visitors to tell 

about themselves, as he could see what each had on their soul. He also said, 

"Cheerfulness is not a sin. It drives away weariness, for from weariness there 

is some�mes dejec�on, and there is nothing worse than that." 

"Oh, if you only knew," he once said to a monk, "what joy, what sweetness 

awaits a righteous soul in Heaven! You would decide in this mortal life to bear 

any sorrows, persecu�ons and slander with gra�tude. If this very cell of ours 

was filled with worms, and these worms were to eat our flesh for our en�re 

life on earth, we should agree to it with total desire, in order not to lose, by 

any chance, that heavenly joy which God has prepared for those who love 

Him." 

The miraculous transfigura�on of the starets' face was described by a close 

admirer and follower of St. Seraphim: Motovilov. This happened during the 

winter, on a cloudy day. Motovilov was siTng on a stump in the woods; St. 

Seraphim was squaTng across from him and telling his pupil the meaning of a 

Chris�an life, explaining for what we Chris�ans live on earth. 

"It is necessary that the Holy Spirit enter our heart. Everything good that we 

do, that we do for Christ, is given to us by the Holy Spirit, but prayer most of 

all, which is always available to us," he said. 

"Father," answered Motovilov, "how can I see the grace of the Holy Spirit? 

How can I know if He is with me or not?" 

St. Seraphim began to give him examples from the lives of the saints and 

apostles, but Motovilov s�ll did not understand. The elder then firmly took 

him by the shoulder and said to him, "We are both now, my dear fellow, in 

the Holy Spirit." It was as if Motovilov's eyes had been opened, for he saw 

that the face of the elder was brighter than the sun. In his heart Motovilov felt 

joy and peace, in his body a warmth as if it were summer, and a fragrance 

began to spread around them. Motovilov was terrified by the unusual change, 

but especially by the fact that the face of the starets shone like the sun. But 

St. Seraphim said to him, "Do not fear, dear fellow. You would not even be 

able to see me if you yourself were not in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Thank 

the Lord for His mercy toward us." 

Thus Motovilov understood, in mind and heart, what the descent of the Holy 

Spirit and His transfigura�on of a person meant. 

Holy Father Seraphim, pray unto God for us! 

Glory to God for All Things! 


