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Parish Text Alerts   

Sign up easily! Text ASONA to 84576 
stay up to date via email or text alerts - Remember to add your name 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Schedule of Upcoming Services 

 

Mon. Sept. 26 6:30 pm Great Vespers for Holy Cross 

Tues. Sept. 27 9 am  Liturgy for Exalta(on of Cross 

 6:30 pm  ASONA Bible Study  

Sat. Oct. 1 5 pm  Great Vespers 

Sun. Oct. 2 11 am  Divine Liturgy 

 

Tues. Oct. 4 6:30 pm  ASONA Bible Study  

Sat. Oct. 8 5 pm  Great Vespers 

Sun. Oct. 9 11 am  Divine Liturgy  

 

Tues. Oct. 11 6:30 pm  ASONA Bible Study  

Sat. Oct. 15 5 pm  Great Vespers 

Sun. Oct. 16 11 am  Divine Liturgy  

  

 

  11234  W. Alabama Ave. Youngtown, AZ 85351   Phone: 928-910-2198   Web: Ar izonaOrthodox.com  

Sun. Sept 25, 2022      Leavetaking of Nativity of the Theotokos       Tone 6 

Sunday before Elevation of the Holy Cross 
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About the Feast of the Na�vity of the Theotokos 

Childlessness was considered among the He-

brew na(on as a Divine punishment for sin, 

and therefore the righteous Saints Joachim and 

Anna had to endure abuse from their own 

countrymen. On one of the feastdays at the 

Temple in Jerusalem the elderly Joachim 

brought his sacrifice to offer to God, but the 

High Priest would not accept it, considering 

him to be unworthy since he was childless.  

Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wil-

derness, and there he prayed with tears to the 

Lord for a child. Saint Anna wept bi:erly when she learned what had 

happened at the Jerusalem Temple. Never once did she complain 

against the Lord, but rather she prayed to ask God’s mercy on her fam-

ily. 

The Lord fulfilled her pe((ons when the pious couple had a:ained to 

extreme old age and prepared themselves by virtuous life for a sub-

lime calling: to be the parents of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, the future 

Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous message 

that their prayers were heard by God, and of them would be born a 

most blessed daughter Mary, through Whom would come the Salva-

(on of all the World. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not only all 

mankind, but also the angels. She was manifest as the living Temple of 

God, so the Church sings in its festal hymns: “the East Gate... bringing 

Christ into the world for the salva(on of our souls” (2nd S(khera on 

“Lord, I Have Cried”, Tone 6). 

The Na(vity of the Theotokos marks the change of the (mes when the 

great and comfor(ng promises of God for the salva(on of the human 

race from slavery to the devil are about to be fulfilled. The Theotokos 

is revealed to all of us by grace as a merciful Intercessor and Mother, 

to Whom we have recourse with filial devo(on. 

Today is the Leavetaking of that Feast 
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About the Feast of the Exalta�on of the Holy Cross 

Although the holy Empress Helen was no longer young, she set about 

comple(ng the task with enthusiasm. In her search for the Life-giving 

Cross, she ques(oned both Chris(ans and Jews, but for a long (me her 

search remained unsuccessful. Finally, she was directed to a certain 

elderly Jew named Jude who stated that the Cross was buried beneath 

the temple of Venus. They demolished the pagan temple and, aFer 

praying, they began to excavate the ground. Soon the Lord's Tomb was 

uncovered. Not far from it were three crosses, and a board with the 

inscrip(on ordered by Pilate, and four nails which had pierced the 

Lord’s Body (March 6). 

In order to discover on which of the three crosses the Savior had been 

crucified, Patriarch Makarios alternately touched the crosses to a 

corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched the dead man, he was 

restored to life. AFer witnessing the raising of the dead man, everyone 

was convinced that the Life-giving Cross had been found. 

Chris(ans came in a huge crowds to venerate the Holy Cross, beseech-

ing Saint Makarios to liF the Cross, so that those far off could see it. 

Then the Patriarch and other spiritual leaders liFed the Holy Cross, and 

the people prostrated themselves before the Honorable Wood, saying 

“Lord have mercy." This solemn event occurred in the year 326. 

During the discovery of the Life-giving Cross another miracle took 

place: a woman who was close to death was healed by the shadow of 

the Holy Cross. The elderly Jude (October 28) and other Jews believed 

in Christ and were bap(zed. Jude was given the name Kyriakos, and 

later he was consecrated as the Bishop of Jerusalem. He suffered a 

martyr’s death for Christ during the reign of Emperor Julian the Apos-

tate (361-363). 

Saint Helen took part of the Life-giving Wood and nails with her to 

Constan(nople. Saint Constan(ne ordered a majes(c and spacious 

church to built at Jerusalem in honor of the Resurrec(on of Christ, also 

including under its roof the Life-giving Tomb of the Lord and Golgotha. 

The church was built in ten years. Saint Helen did not survive un(l the 

dedica(on of the church, she reposed in the year 327. The church was 

consecrated on September 13, 335. On the following day, September 

14, the festal celebra(on of the Exalta(on of the Honorable and Life-

giving Cross was established.  

This Forefeast of this celebra�on begins today 
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T HE LORD SAID, “No one has ascended into heaven but 

he who descended from heaven, the Son of man. And 

as Moses liFed up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of man be liFed up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into 

the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through Him.+    
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Prokeimenon in Tone 6 (Ps 28) 

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! 

v. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me. 

 

And in the Third Tone, the Song of the Theotokos: 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my              

Savior.  

Epistles: 2 Cor. 4:6-15: Philippians 2:5-11; Galatians 6:11-18  

B    RETHREN, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of dark-

ness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have 

this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent 

power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, 

but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying 

in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 

manifested in our bodies. For while we live we are always being 

given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in 

you. Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I 

believed, and so I spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, know-

ing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 

and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, 

so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase 

thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
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B    RETHREN, have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emp(ed him-

self, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and 

became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore 

God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

B    RETHREN, see with what large le:ers I am wri(ng to you with 

my own hand. It is those who want to make a good showing 

in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in 

order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 

For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep 

the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may 

glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory except in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been cruci-

fied to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts 

for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new crea(on. Peace and 

mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. 

Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the 

marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 

spirit, brethren. Amen.+ 

Alleluia in Tone 6 (Ps 91) 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, will abide in the 

shadow of the heavenly God. 

He will say to the Lord: My Protector and my refuge; my God, in 

Whom I trust. 

And in the 8th Tone (Ps 45) 

Hearken, O daughter, and listen, and incline your ear. 
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Gospel Readings 
Matt. 22:35-46; Luke 10:38-42;11:27-28; John 3:13-17   

A    T THAT TIME, one of them, a lawyer, asked him a 

ques(on, to test him. "Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the law?" And he said to him, "You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend 

all the law and the prophets." Now while the Pharisees 

were gathered together, Jesus asked them a ques(on, say-

ing, "What do you think of the Christ? Whose son is he?" 

They said to Him, "The son of David." He said to them, 

"How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls him 

Lord, saying, 'The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, 

(ll I put thy enemies under Thy feet'? If David thus calls Him 

Lord, how is He His son?" And no one was able to answer 

Him a word, nor from that day did any one dare to ask Him 

any more ques(ons. 

A    T THAT TIME, as they went on their way, Jesus en-

tered a village; and a woman named Martha received 

him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, 

who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But 

Martha was distracted with much serving; and she went to 

Him and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has leF 

me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me." But the Lord 

answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and trou-

bled about many things; one thing is needful. Mary has cho-

sen the good por(on, which shall not be taken away from 

her." As He said this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice 

and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb that bore you, and 

the breasts that nursed you!" But He said, "Blessed           

rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!" 


